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Hackney Homes’ residents welcome green space on their estate
 

Residents from Whiston and Goldsmiths Estate turned out in force on Saturday afternoon to enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of Hackney’s ‘Green for a Day’ event as part of European Mobility Week. 

 

Activities on the day, including free bike check ups, films, gardening demonstrations and fun games for children, gave local people the opportunity to meet up with neighbours in a space on the Haggerston estate normally reserved for car parking. 

 

The event was held in a car park to encourage people to look at spaces set aside for parking and to think about alternative uses for them. It also provided advice and information to support residents who want to give up their cars in favour of walking, cycling and using public transport.

 

Councillor Alan Laing, Hackney Council Cabinet Member for Neighbourhoods, said: “Sustainable transport is a top priority for the Council because we know that our residents are concerned about carbon emissions, congestion and parking in the borough. I’m pleased that we can support people to make greener travel choices that will help make Hackney a greener, cleaner place for everyone.”

 
Giving up your car can save you money, remove the hassle of trying to find a parking space and lead to a healthier lifestyle. Feedback from the day was positive and included suggestions such as turning the car park into a permanent garden, a communal vegetable patch or an apiary for honey bees.

 

The event was organised with the help of two young architects from TICArchitecture along with Hackney Council and Hackney Homes, and was a great success welcomed by residents.

 

“It was a wonderful day,” said Doreen Emerick, Secretary and Joint Chair of Whiston and Goldsmiths Estate TRA (pictured below). “Everyone who participated got something from the event that I hope will be repeated here and across the borough, to encourage more people to think what they can do to reduce their carbon footprint. I planted a beautiful hanging basket     which is now outside my front door.” 
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The car park in Whiston and Goldsmiths Estate was chosen as it is part of the Hackney Homes’ Green Estate initiative, a pilot scheme to introduce energy efficiency within the homes of residents on the Estate.

 

NOTES TO EDITORS

1. Hackney’s 'Green for a Day' event is on Saturday 19 September, 1-8pm, at Whiston Road Estate car park, E2 8SE. 

2. Hackey Homes’ Green Estate initiative is a pilot scheme to introduce energy efficiency within the homes of residents on the Whiston and Goldsmiths Estate. Part of the scheme includes distribution of electric monitors and low energy light bulbs, power down plugs which reduce the electricity consumption for standby appliances and hippo bags to reduce water consumption. Photovoltaic (PV) solar panels will also be installed which capture the sun's energy using cells. The cells convert the sunlight into electricity, which can be used to run household appliances and lighting.

3. European Mobility Week (EMW) and Car Free Day are important dates in the Travel Awareness Calendar.  EMW is held each year between 16 and 22 September and is dedicated to sustainable mobility.  Car Free Day is usually held on the last day of EMW on 22 September.

4. The slogan for the 2009 EMW is ‘Improving City Climates’. This refers not only to the meteorological climate but also the general city atmosphere and aspects that affect quality of life such as air quality, noise, road safety, quality of public space as well as social cohesion and integration. 

5. Media contact: Gracia Douglas, 020 8356 3512 or gracia.douglas@hackney.gov.uk 



     Dee Mackey, 020 8356 3528 or dee.mackey@hackney.gov.uk
-ENDS-

Our mission is to deliver excellent, accessible services and quality homes that people want to live in.

www.hackneyhomes.org.uk
