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Use your heaters wisely says Hackney Homes and London Fire Brigade
January's cold snap means most of us are keeping our heating on for longer. 
That is why Hackney Homes in partnership with the London Fire Brigade are offering advice to residents especially if you use plug-in heaters or electric blankets.
London Fire Brigade Assistant Commissioner for Community Safety, Andy Hickmott, said: “When the temperature drops and it’s freezing outside, the chance of you having a house fire increases. That’s why we’re reminding everyone to take great care with items like electric heaters, candles, electric blankets and cookers.
Plug-in heaters have a tendency to get hot very quickly so remember to:
· keep them clear of objects especially curtains and furniture
· never dry washing on or near them

· replace frayed cords or broken plugs and keep them free of dust

· don't overload plugs – use multi-boxes with circuit breakers where possible

With electric blankets, it's advisable to:
· always turn off electric blankets before getting into bed

· examine the blanket regularly for signs of wear and tear

· never use a hot water bottle at the same time as your blanket

· never use the blanket if it's damp or wet
· make sure they're serviced regularly

The London Fire Brigade offers free Home Fire Safety Visits. To book a visit, call 08000 28 48 28 or email smokealarms@london-fire.gov.uk
Find more information and safety tips visit www.hackneyhomes.org.uk/hhs-fire-safety
Ends 

Press queries to Joycelyn Bruce on 0208 356 3877 or email joss.bruce@hackneyhomes.org.uk 

Notes to Editors 

· Hackney Homes was launched in April 2006 and is responsible for managing council homes in Hackney. This includes managing council housing, collecting council housing rental, repairing and maintaining council homes. 
· Statistics from the London Fire Brigade show that:
· More accidental, fatal house fires occur in the winter months (November-January), than at any other time of the year.
· Over half of the people who die in fires do not have a working smoke alarm.
· Those who carelessly dispose of their smoking materials (ie cigarettes, cigars, tobacco) are much more likely to die in accidental house fires.
· The vast majority of fatal house fires are started by smoking materials (35%), followed by heating appliances, ie electric heaters, (14%), followed by cooking appliances, ie ovens, cookers (12%).
Our mission for the future to deliver excellent, accessible services and quality homes that people want to live in.

www.hackneyhomes.org.uk
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